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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1-9, 12-13, 15-17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application No. 2005/004691 1 A1 to Abundis et al. 

3. As to claim 1 , Abundis discloses a multi-function object holder (template 500, 
figure 5) for optionally supporting a first object (film negative 51 0B) or a second object 
(photographic slide, 51 OA) to be scanned, comprising: 

a base plate (body of the template 500) for supporting said first or second object, 
having thereon a scanning window (negative cavity 521) and a resting space (slide 
cavity 520); and 

a cover plate (lid 533) coupled to said base plate (body of the template 500) and 
movable between a working position over said scanning window (figure 5) for pressing 
said first object in position when said first object is to be scanned and a resting position 
inside said resting space when said second object is to be scanned (paragraph 0019 
and 0020). 
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4. As to claim 2, Abundis further discloses wherein said scanning window (negative 
cavity 521) and said resting space (slide cavity 520) are arranged side by side and both 
extend along the scanning direction (figure 5 and 6). 

5. As to claim 3, Abundis further discloses wherein said scanning window (negative 
cavity 521) and said resting space (slide cavity 520) are identical to each other and 
symmetrically arranged (figure 5). 

6. As to claim 4, Abundis further discloses wherein said resting space (slide cavity 
520) is a recess in said base plate (body of the template 500, see figure 5). 

7. As to claim 5, Abundis further discloses wherein said resting space (slide cavity 
520) is an opening in said base plate (body of the template 500, see figure 5). 

8. As to claim 6, Abundis further discloses wherein said base plate has a rack 
member inside said opening for supporting said cover plate when said cover plate is 
moved to said resting position (see figure 5, showing two rack members inside the 
resting space). 

9. As to claim 7, Abundis further discloses wherein said rack member has a 
thickness less than a portion of said base plate around said opening, and a portion of 
said cover plate to be directly supported with said rack member has a thickness less 
than a portion of said cover plate resting in said opening so that said cover plate in each 
of said working and resting positions does not protrude from said base plate (figure 5, 
showing two rack members having thickness less than base plate for supporting the lid 
cover). 
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1 0. As to claim 8, Abundis further discloses wherein said cover plate has a specific 
thickness so that an upper surface of said cover plate is aligned with an upper surface 
of said base plate in both said working position and said resting position (figure 5 and 6 
show the lid 533 is aligned with the upper surface of the body 500 in the working and 
resting position). 

11. As to claim 9, Abundis further discloses wherein said cover plate is pivotally 
coupled to said base plate via a hinge device (figure 3 and 5 show the cover plate 333 
and 533 respectively, attached to the base plate via a hinge device). 

12. As to claim 12, Abundis discloses a multi-function object holder (template 500, 
figure 5) for optionally supporting a first object (film negative, 51 0B) or a second object 
(photographic slide, 51 OA) to be scanned, comprising: 

a base plate (body of template 500) for supporting said first or second object, 
having thereon a scanning window (negative cavity, 521) and a resting space (slide 
cavity, 520); and 

a cover plate (lid, 533) for pressing said first object (film negative, 51 0B) on said 
scanning window (negative cavity, 521 ) when said first object is scanned, being hidden 
in said resting space (slide cavity, 520) without protruding from said base plate when 
said second object is to be scanned (paragraph 0019 and 0020). 

13. As to claim 13, Abundis further discloses wherein said cover plate is pivotally 
coupled to said base plate via a hinge device (figure 3 and 5 show the cover plate 333 
and 533 respectively, attached to the base plate via a hinge device). 
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14. As to claim 15, Abundis further discloses wherein said scanning window 
(negative cavity, 521) and said resting space (slide cavity, 520) are identical to each 
other and symmetrically arranged (see figure 5). 

1 5. As to claim 16, Abundis discloses a multi-function object holder (template 500, 
figure 5) for optionally supporting a first object (film negative, 51 0B) or a second object 
(photographic slide, 51 OA) to be scanned, comprising: 

a base plate (body of the template 500) for supporting said first or second object; 
and a movable plate (lid, 533) moving to a first position (scanning the negative) when 
said first object is scanned and moving to a second position (scanning the slide) when 
said second object is scanned, wherein said movable plate in each of said first and 
second positions is coupled to said base plate (paragraph 0019 and 0020). 

16. As to claim 17, Abundis further discloses wherein said movable plate is pivotally 
coupled to said base plate via a hinge device (figure 3 and 5 show the cover plate 333 
and 533 respectively, attached to the base plate via a hinge device). 

1 7. As to claim 19, Abundis further discloses wherein said movable plate (lid, 533) is 
a cover plate for pressing said first object (film negative, 51 0B) in position when moving 
to said first position and is an idle plate hidden inside said base plate when moving to 
said second position (scanning photographic slide). 

18. As to claim 20, Abundis further discloses wherein said base plate includes a 
scanning window for placing thereon said first or second object to be scanned and a 
resting space immediately adjacent to said scanning window for hiding therein said 
cover plate when said second object is scanned (paragraph 0019). 



Application/Control Number: 10/801,372 
Art Unit: 4134 



Page 6 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claim 10-11, 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application No. 2005/004691 1 A1 to Abundis et al in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,942,267 B1 to Sturt. 

21 . As to claim 10, Abundis discloses a multi-function object holder as recited in the 
parent claim. Abundis does not teach wherein said cover plate is coupled to said base 
plate via a slidably engaging device. 

Sturt, in the same area of multi-purpose object holder, teaches a cover panel that 
is adapted to be positioned over a recess area, the cover is slidable between tracks or 
pivotally attached to the base, to cover the recess area (column 4, lines 17-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Abundis' multi-function object holder 
to include the slidable engaging device to couple the cover to the base plate. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Abundis' multi-function object holder by the 
teaching of Sturt because of the following reason: it would allow any suitable cover to be 
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used to cover the recess area when in the covering position and can be moved to 
provide access to the recess area (Sturt, column 4, lines 31-34). 

22. As to claim 1 1 , Sturt further discloses wherein said slidably engaging device 
includes a sliding member and a track member arranged on said base plate and said 
cover plate and engaging with each other, and said sliding member is slidable between 
said working position and resting position along said track member (Sturt, column 4, 
lines 12-26). 

23. As to claim 14, see similar rejection as to claim 1 0 above. 

24. As to claim 18, see similar rejection as to claim 10 above. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0020970 A1 to Hass et al. discloses a 
transparency adapter for use with a scanner. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,248,530 to Bockemuhl-Simon et al. discloses a frame for 
making photocopy includes support plates. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DUNG D. TRAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5309. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM-5PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lao Lun-Yi can be reached on (571) 272-7671 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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